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Since 1936, the Raymond M. Alf Museum of Paleontology has maintained a virtually continuous
research and collection program in the Barstow Formation of southern California. These rocks
preserve an important record of life in what is now the Mojave Desert, from a period between
approximately 20 and 13 million years ago. The Alf Museum, under permit from the United
States Bureau of Land Management, has assembled a broad and scientifically important
collection from the Barstow Formation. Highlights include:

    
    -  The largest and most comprehensive collection of fossil footprints from the Barstow
Formation, including the oldest proboscidean (elephant) trackway from North America and the
only amphicyonid (bear-dog) trackway from North America.   
    -  The holotype (first named) skull of the large Miocene horse, Megahippus mckennai.  
    -  The most complete skull of the proboscidean (elephant) Zygolophodon yet found in North
America.   
    -  A large and comprehensive collection of gastropods (snails).  
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