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Dr. Farke’s research interests primarily focus on the evolution and functional morphology of the
ceratopsians, or horned dinosaurs. As such, he has used a variety of techniques and taxa in
pursuit of these goals. Interests in this realm include paleopathology, finite element analysis and
other biomechanical methods, morphometric and statistical techniques, general descriptive
morphology and phylogenetic analysis. In order to better understand aspects of ceratopsian
cranial anatomy, much of Dr. Farke’s dissertation research focused on the evolution and
function of the frontal sinuses within the skulls of horned mammals. Presently, he is co-PI on an
NSF-sponsored grant with Scott Sampson, Cathy Forster, and Mark Loewen, which focuses on
documenting the ceratopsid evolutionary radiation.
Beyond ceratopsians, Dr. Farke is interested in Late Cretaceous ecosystems in North America
and Gondwana. After several seasons of participation in the Mahajanga Basin Project of
northwestern Madagascar, he initiated the Ambilobe Basin Project, which aims to recover
vertebrate remains from the Late Cretaceous of northernmost Madagascar. He has also
conducted fieldwork in the Almond Formation of Wyoming (in collaboration with University of
Utah), the Fox Hills Formation of South Dakota, and the Kaiparowits Formation of southern
Utah, among other areas in the western United States.
Outside of research and curatorial duties, Dr. Farke is actively involved in Society of Vertebrate
Paleontology
, Pale
oPortal
,
The Open Dinosaur Project
, and the Timber Lake and Area Museum, as well as bringing paleontology to the public through
lectures, television, and consulting.
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